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Consultations is a newsletter distributed by the U.S. Consulate in Mérida in an effort to keep the American citizen community updated on subjects of interest to Americans abroad. 

If you know of anyone who would like to receive our newsletter, please tell us so that we can add him or her to our distribution list.  If you would prefer not to receive this publication, please let us know by e-mail at consularmerida@state.gov or FAX at: (999) 925-6219. 

2004 Hurricane Season
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As you may have heard in the news, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) 2004 Atlantic Hurricane season outlook predicts a 50% chance of an above-normal season this year.  The outlook calls for 12-15 tropical storms, with 6-8 becoming hurricanes, and 2-4 of these becoming major hurricanes. These numbers reflect a predicted “ACE index” in the range of 100%-160% of the median, and indicate a likely continuation of above-normal activity that began in 1995.  For the source of this information and more on NOAA’s forecasts and preparedness advice, check out www.nhc.noaa.gov.

Absentee Ballots – Get yours in time for Nov. 2nd!
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As we all remember from election 2000 - every vote counts – especially those cast by American citizens living overseas!  Stop by the Consulate or have a friend pick up your absentee ballot registration card as soon as possible.  Just fill out the card with information on your home voting precinct in the States and drop it off with us.  We can put it in the U.S. Mail so you pay no postage at all.  Or if you prefer to go online, complete instructions and forms are available for the Federal Election Commission’s National Mail Voter Registration Form at  www.fvap.gov .

     The Consulate will be sponsoring two Town Hall meetings during the summer to support voter registration drives, one on July 23 and the other on August 13.  The first will be at the Merida English Library, Calle 53 #524 x 66 y 68 downtown, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Friday, July 23rd.  Registration materials will be there and we hope to see you too!  Details of the second voter registration drive to follow as soon as we have the place and time set.

WORLDWIDE CAUTION
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On a more sober note, please keep in mind the Department of State’s recent advisory when traveling this summer and fall: 

The Bureau of Consular Affairs wants to remind U.S. citizens of the continuing threat of terrorist actions and anti-American violence against U.S. citizens and interests overseas. This supersedes the Worldwide Caution dated March 23, 2004 and expires on October 23, 2004. 
     The Department of State is deeply concerned about the heightened threat of terrorist attacks against U.S. citizens and interests abroad. The Department is also concerned about the potential for demonstrations and violent actions against U.S. citizens and interests overseas. U.S. citizens are reminded to maintain a high level of vigilance and to take appropriate steps to increase their security awareness. 
And speaking of travel…
[image: image6.png]WCJ @ﬁsu/faizbﬁs




Many folks have asked us about the visa requirements for bringing Mexican domestic employees (nannies or other household helpers) along on vacation with them to the States this summer.

     Generally speaking, the Non-immigrant Visa (NIV) application process is the same for them as for other Mexicans traveling to the U.S.  They must show ties to Mexico that they will return to after a temporary trip, and they will need to call 01-900-849-4949 to set an appointment.  Domestic employees typically receive a “B1” visa good for multiple entries during 12 months of travel with the family they work for.  

     In accordance with U.S. labor and immigration laws, the employer must cover the travel costs and both parties must present a contract stating the length of time the applicant has worked with them, and that their pay while in the States will meet U.S. minimum wage standards.  (Depending on which state you are going to: for example $5.15 per hour in FL, CO, NY and $6.45 in CA)  The good news: Domestic Employee visas can be ready for pick-up in a matter of days, rather than the 3 weeks it takes for full-validity laser visas.  The bad news: everyone is traveling this summer, so call ASAP if you need to make an appointment.  The NIV section is trying to accommodate the increased volume, but they are still fully booked for several weeks out.

Out and About…
     You may have seen our Principal Officer, Consul Lisa Vickers, recently in Yucatan Today as well as on several radio and TV spots about Visa policies and American Citizen Services; what we can do, what we can’t do, and the services the Consulate stands ready to provide to all Americans in our district. (Yucatán, Campeche & Quintana Roo).  During peak vacation times for Americans coming to the Yucatán and Mexican families going to the U.S., we’ll be doing as much outreach as possible to inform people how the Consulate can help.  More at    (http://www.yucatantoday.com/culture/eng-asktheusconsul.htm)

 Community Events and Organizations
American Legion Info…[image: image7.png]



While not affiliated with or endorsed by the Consulate directly, The American Legion in Yucatán has the following public notice regarding the formation of a local chapter:  

     “The American Legion is a service organization formed of veterans   of military services in the U.S. armed forces.  Its prime focus is to assist our comrades in need and their families, but programs have been expanded to include community-oriented and youth programs.

     “The Department of Mexico includes 14 post in Mexico and 8 posts in Central America. (Guatemala, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Costa Rica & Panama)  The Department wants to start a post in the Merida-Progreso area, which can be made up of permanent residents and/or snowbirds.  Start-up assistance is readily available as our representative on the National Executive Committee is in Progreso every two weeks on other business.  The next meeting will be July 11th at Casa Isadora, Calle 23 #117 in Progreso at 6:00 p.m.  Please contact  www.amlegion-mexico.org or jhayes@prodigy.net.mx  for more information.”

4th of July Celebrations!

[image: image8.wmf]Your neighbors want you to join them in celebrating the 4th of July---on the 3rd!    The American community of Merida-Progreso is organizing its Annual Independence Day party once again!  Come join the fun!  All are welcome! Details are:

Where:
Hotel Casa Quixote, Calle 21 x 48 y 50,  Progreso

When:
Saturday,  July 3, 2004  from 1pm to 5:30 pm

Tickets:
$40 pesos  

Includes: 1 admission,

 1 plate of food,  


 1 beverage of your choice, and 1 dessert                  
Free tickets for Kids 6 and Under!

Cash Bar with Low, Low Prices!   

Tickets on Sale Now at:   

· Casa Quixote                                    

· Merida English Library       

· Instituto de Idiomas de Libre Comericio – Progreso

  Volunteers Needed!                                  

Please Contact: Dorothy Andrews      969-935-4009
Are you aware of non-profit community that you think other American’s should know about?  Please let us know and we will try to include it in a future edition of this newsletter.

J. Kirby Simon Trust 

     In other community news, Consular Section Chief Marty Glorioso has recently coordinated one of our key charitable community outreach efforts with the financial support of the J. Kirby Simon Foreign Service Trust.  This non-profit organization donated $1,000, which the Consulate will provide to the State of Yucatan’s Registro Civil’s “Unidad Móvil” to cover costs of registering low-income rural residents for their birth certificates.  Without this basic document, which many rural families cannot afford to apply for, many children cannot attend school, or apply for voter ID’s and social security later in life.  The grant from the J. Kirby Simon Foreign Service Trust will pay for birth certificates of over 700 residents of the state.

Summer 2004 puzzler:

You may have seen this little logic puzzle before, but if not, it should be good for at least minutes (if not hours) of summer evening entertainment…or frustration!  Good luck!

The Scenario:

There are five houses in five different colors. 
In each house there lives a person of a different nationality. 
These five owners drink a certain beverage, smoke a certain brand of cigarette and keep a certain pet. 
No owners have the same pet, smoke the same brand of cigarette or drink the same drink.

The Facts:
The Brit lives in the red house.
The Swede keeps dogs as pets.
The Dane drinks tea.
The green house is on the left of the white house.
The green house owner drinks coffee.
The person who smokes Pall Mall keeps birds.
The owner of the yellow house smokes Dunhill.
The man living in the house in the centre drinks milk.
The Norwegian lives in the first house.
The man who smokes Rothmans lives next to the one who keeps cats.
The man who keeps horses lives next to the man who smokes Dunhill.
The owner who smokes Marlboro drinks beer.
The German smokes Raffles.
The Norwegian lives next to the blue house.
The man who smokes Rothmans has a neighbor who drinks water.

The Question: Who keeps fish?

And last but not least…a friendly reminder:
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       Mexico will be closed

July 5 


Monday
Independence Day (observed)

September 6 
Monday 
Labor Day 

September 16 
Thursday 
Mexican Independence Day 

October 11 
Monday 
Columbus Day 

November 2 
Tuesday 
All Soul’s Day 

November 11 
Thursday 
Veterans Day 

November 25 
Thursday 
Thanksgiving Day 

December 24 
Friday 
Christmas (observed) 
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